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STATEI·JIENT OF SENATOR STROM THURMOND ( D-SC) r,HTH REFERENCE TO 
I-I.R . 2260 , EXTENSION OF THE UNIVZRSAL MILITARY TRAINING AND 
SERVICE Aci ON SENATE FLOOR ON MARCH 11 , 1959 . 
MR . PRESIDENT : 
There are a number of reasons /why the Universal Military 
Training and Service Act should be extended / for the full four 
years as recommended by the Committee . 
We find ourselves currently engaged in one of the most 
crucial stages of our struggle with the forces of Communism . The 
entire free world looks to the United States for a large portion 
of their protection from the Communist forces . Any show of 
weakness on our part , such as a failure to extend the draft or 
even a failure to enact a f ull four -year extension , might be 
interpreted as a slackening in our defense effort and thereby 
cause irreparable harm to the solidarity of the free world . 
It is true that with our present defense structure only a 
relatively few persons are actually inducted by the draft process . 
The number of inductees alone , however , is not a true indicator 
of the total effect of the Universal Military Training and Service 
Act . Unquestionably , the very existence of the draft is a 
major stimulus for voluntary enlistments , and it is in this 
capacity that the Draft Act is so effective in providing our 
Armed Forces with needed personnel . 
We all realize that there is a degree of inconvenience 
attached to any non- career military service . Such service is , 
however , one of the responsibilities of a citizen of a democracy , 
which goes hand in glove with the benefits of democracy . The 
benefits of a democracy cannot continue to exist unless the 
responsibilitiei are also met . 
Neither the individual who undergoes military training in 
his youth nor the country will be harmed from t ~ rvice . 
On the contrary , both the individual and the country, aside from 
the defense issue , will benefit . Military training builds , 
not only good soldiers~ but strong character and bodies, which 
will be of ultimate advantage to the individual who acquires 
them and to the country to whose benefit he applies them . 
Mr . President , for the foregoing reasons I am convinced 
that H. R. 2260 should be enacted in the form recommended by the 
Committee . 
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